LIFE SIP WetEST

Enabling collaborative efforts for systemic
change in Estonian River Basin Management

About the
project

LIFE SIP WetEST paves the way for the
full implementation of the Western-

Estonian River Basin Management Plan

(W-E RBMP), expanding the
implementation of the water
framework directive in the largest of
three river basins of Estonia. Aligning
with the RBMP objectives, the project
proposes solutions to reinvent the river
basin governance system as well as
boost uptake of new methods and
support decision based solutions for
river basin management.

Ten work packages allow to solve a
significant number of practical
challenges, including the
implementation of 105 measures of the
W-E RBMP. The project is lead by the
Estonian Ministry of Climate and
includes 16 partners, including 8 state
authorities, 4 universities as well as 4
NGOs and organizations.
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Aligning complementary
funds

The estimated funding gap for
the 3rd period of the W-E
RBMP is approximately €100
million. The Estonian
Environmental Investment
Centre (EIC) along with a
network of partners and
stakeholders are looking to
explore potential partnerships
to bridge this gap.

A dedicated work package
aims to close the W-E RBMP
funding gap by raising
additional funds in the amount
of €60 million via direct grants
from all over Europe. Potential
partnerships may be related to
EU programmes such as
Horizon, INTERREG, DIGITAL, I3,
EMFAF, PPPA, as well as other
national or regional funding
programmes.

The river basin management plan is a six-year planning document describing
the factors affecting water bodies and the planned activities to achieve and
maintain their good condition. Stemming from the Water Framework

Directive, the RBMP includes measures for enhancing the condition of specific
water bodies, as well as initiatives aimed at river basin and country level. The
Western-Estonian river basin district covers an area of about 60% of the total
Estonian river basin district.




Our key
focus
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Water-smart agriculture and land use

Ensuring that agricultural producers are in
compliance with relevant legislation to reduce
diffuse pollution from agricultural activities,
including permitting, awareness-raising and
research for applying best available practices for
reducing agricultural pollution.

Surveys for coastal water status
assessment (Baltic Sea region)

Activities to equip technical solutions to survey
pollution and nutrient influx in Estonian coastal
waters in the Baltic Sea region and assess the
condition of coastal water for evidence-based
decision making.

Surveying hazardous substances

Supervision over the use and disposal of
hazardous substances, including ensuring
compliance with applicable Estonian and
European laws and developing a database for
tracking pollution from hazardous substances.

Applying nature-based solutions for water
management

Identifying possible methods to encourage the
use of nature-based solutions for achieving good
ecological and hydromorphological status of
water bodies, especially for reducing internal
nutrient loading in shallow lakes, as well as
applying nature-based solutions in melioration
practices.

Removing dams and creating migration
routes

Improving the migration conditions of acquatic
species through the removal of dams or by
opening migration routes, as well as ensuring
that damming sites are permitted and
maintained by owners.

Making legacy pollution sites safe

Removing legacy pollution including conducting
studies to determine the extent and effects of
pollution and the removal of pollution from the
earth and point source objects.



About EIC

ENVIRONMENTAL
INVESTMENT
CENTRE

The Environmental Investment
Centre is a foundation run by Estonian
Ministry of Climate and acting as
granting agency for national, bilateral &
EU Structural Funds with annual

portfolio of 150 million euros.

The four focus areas for funding are
climate & biodiversity, circular economy
& resource efficiency, energy & mobility

and forestry. Additionally, EIC
participates in various EU wide

partnerships and is leading 15-20

strategic state projects.

EIC facilitates local and international
incentives in cooperation with public
and private sector, academia and
NGO “s. This network of contacts can
be leveraged in many instances of a

project such as expert input,
experience exchange, finding qualified

partners etc.

Our quality marks since year 2000 are
high client satisfaction & low
repayment rate with excellent know-
how on EU funding, including
procurements, state aid and cost-

benefit analysis.
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Contact us

We welcome contact from organisations
implementing relevant projects or
exploring collaboration opportunities,
even where formal partnership may not
be immediately possible. Sharing

information on ongoing or planned
activities helps us explore future
cooperation. If you are interested in
cooperating with us, please contact us at
joosep.nahkor@kik.ee.




